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Heb 6:1-3 (NLT) So let us stop going over the basics of Christianity again and 

again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding. Surely, we 

don't need to start all over again with the importance of turning away from evil 

deeds and placing our faith in God.  You don't need further instruction about 

baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 

judgment.  And so, God willing, we will move forward to further understanding. 

 

The doctrine of Eternal Judgment is a basic or fundamental doctrine of 

Christianity.  The author of Hebrews indicates it is a doctrine each believer 

should learn early in his Christian experience.  Why, because each person who 

has ever existed will ultimately stand before God to be judged. 

 

Consider these passages concerning the judgment of God: 

 

Ps 96:13 For He is coming to judge the earth.  He shall judge the world with 

righteousness and the peoples with His truth. 

 

Eccl 12:14 For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret 

thing, whether good or evil. 

 

1 Peter 4:5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NLT) We must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will 

each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in our 

bodies. 

 

Heb 9:27 (NLT) It is destined that each person dies only once and after that 

comes judgment. 
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Rev 20:12-13 (NLT) I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God's 

throne. And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead 

were judged according to the things written in the books, according to what they 

had done. 

 

Eventually, you and every person will stand before your Creator to be judged 

regarding what you did with the flesh and blood human life he gave you.  If you 

come up short, you won’t recycle and get a second chance.  Did you notice the 

words “one death” and “one judgment?”  If my eternal welfare depends on the 

choices I make in this life then I want to know what to do now, don’t you?  That’s 

why “eternal judgment” is a fundamental doctrine.  It is a doctrine of eternal life or 

eternal death. Nothing is more important than that.   

 

The Word of God says the Father is going to execute judgment through His Son, 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  Since all things were created through Him, it seems 

appropriate that Jesus would be given the right to execute judgment on His 

creation (Col 1:16-17). 

 

John 5:21-23 For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so 

the Son gives life to whom He will.  For the Father judges no one, but has 

committed all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son just as they 

honor the Father. 

 

2 Tim 4:1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom… 

 

Rom 2:16 …in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, 

according to my gospel. 
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Acts 10:42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is 

He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 

 

Considering the truth that each of us will give account of himself to God, we 

should embrace what I call an “eternal worldview.”  Regardless of the tests, trials, 

disappointments of this life and the successes, victories of this life; every 

Christian should embrace an eternal worldview and focus on bearing eternal fruit 

that we might enjoy eternal reward in the next life.  To do otherwise is folly. 

 

I believe that’s what Paul was saying when he wrote these words: 

 

2 Cor 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 

perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.  For our light 

affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at 

the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but 

the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

Everything we are experiencing in this life is temporary.  If we allow this life to be 

consumed with temporal things, we are sacrificing that which has eternal value 

and eternal reward for that which is fleeting and will soon pass away. 

 

1 John 2:15-17 (Message) Don't love the world's ways.  Don't love the world's 

goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the Father.  Practically everything 

that goes on in the world — wanting your own way, wanting everything for 

yourself, wanting to appear important — has nothing to do with the Father.  It just 

isolates you from him.  The world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the 

way out — but whoever does what God wants is set for eternity.  
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Or, as Jesus says, “What profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world and 

loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the 

Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will 

reward each according to his works” (Matt 16:26-27). 

 

This quote sums up the situation, “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot 

keep in order to gain what he cannot lose.”   

 

Since every one of us will stand before the God of the universe to be judged for 

deeds done in the flesh, it is imperative that we understand the doctrine of 

eternal judgment and live our lives in light of its reality.  This study focuses on six 

distinct judgments taught in the Bible.  We will refer to the first one as… 

 

Judgment One: The Judgment of the Believer Regarding Sin 

 

It is a biblical truth that every person is born in sin.  To be born of the flesh is to 

be born in sin, to be born a sinner.  The Bible refers to being born of the flesh, as 

being born “in Adam.”  The reason for this is that Adam, as the first human, is the 

father of all humanity.  If we could trace our genealogy back to the very 

beginning, each of us would end up in Adam’s loins in the Garden of Eden!  

Because Adam died spiritually when he disobeyed God (sinned), we, who were 

in his loins died also.  As his descendants, we are born spiritually dead.  

Therefore, Paul said…  

 

Rom 5:12 (NLT) When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam's 

sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 

 

1 Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die… 

 

Like our father Adam, we too miss God’s standard. 
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Rom 3:23 For all have sinned, all fall short of God's glorious standard.   

 

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death… 

 

Because all of us have sinned (done sinful things by omission or commission) 

and because the righteous and holy God of the universe declared that the 

punishment for sin is death, each of us has been sentenced to death.  God, the 

Righteous Judge, has judged that the sentence for sin is the death.  Death, in 

this case, meaning eternal separation from God confined in a place called hell 

and, eventually, the lake of fire. 

 

Ps 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.  

 

Rev 20:14-15 Anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake 

of fire.  This is the second death. 

 

However, God, whose holy righteous nature required death as the punishment 

for sin, also chose, because He is love, to provide deliverance from death, a way 

of escape from sin and death. 

 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish (be eternally separated from God) but 

have everlasting life. 

 

1 John 4:9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent 

His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 

 

God said that punishment for sin is death but, because of My great love for you, I 

choose to send my sinless Son to bear sin, death and their consequences in your 

behalf.  God so loved you that He sent Jesus to die as your substitute.  Jesus so 
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loved you that He was willing to die for you.  It’s as though you murdered 

someone and were sentenced to death but someone who really loves you 

volunteered to take your place and die in your stead.  Jesus, the sinless Son of 

God, is the One who was willing to suffer death in your stead.  That’s the good 

news, the gospel! 

 

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his 

friends. 

 

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 

might bring us to God… 

 

John 5:24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in 

Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has 

passed from death into life.” 

 

The gospel says that each person can escape eternal death, the judgment for 

sin, by placing his trust in Jesus, the One who loves him and came to suffer the 

punishment for sin in his place.  Therefore, believers in Jesus will never be 

judged for their sin.  On the contrary, through their faith in Jesus, they have been 

saved from sin and given the gift of eternal life.   

 

Eph 2:4-5 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 

loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ…  

 

1 Cor 15:22 …in Christ all shall be made alive. 

 

Rom 6:23 …the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God 

does not have life. 

 

When Jesus was beaten, reviled, scorned, mocked, scourged, nailed to the 

cross, raised on the cross, and died; He was doing it for you.  He did it as your 

substitute.  By accepting Him as your substitute, your Savior, you are redeemed 

from the wages of your sin (eternal death) and given eternal life.  “God has given 

us eternal life, and this life is in His Son” (1 John 5:11).  The believer will never 

be judged for the sin of rejecting Christ.  Christ bore that judgment for him.    

 

“How we thank God, who gives us victory over sin and death through Jesus 

Christ our Lord” (1 Cor 15:57 NLT). 

 

Summary of Judgment One 

Judgment of the Believer’s Sin 

 

Subjects: Believers in Christ (Christians) 

Time: Day of Christ’s Crucifixion 

Place: Calvary’s Cross 

Basis of Judgment: Christ’s finished work.   

Result: Death for Christ yielding justification and eternal life for the believer 

 

Judgment Two: The Judgment of the Believer’s Self 

 

1 Cor 6:19-20 Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 

who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you 

were bought at a price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 

which are God's. 
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1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  And 

His commandments are not burdensome. 

 

Every believer is to glorify God by leading a holy, righteous, obedient lifestyle.  

Judgment of the believer’s self is a judgment each Christian is to continually 

execute on himself regarding his lifestyle, his thoughts, words, and deeds.  Each 

Christian is responsible, by the grace of God, for judging his own sins, repenting 

of them, and turning from them.   

 

The Lord does not ask us to do what we cannot do.  As believers in Jesus we 

have the indwelling Holy Spirit to influence and empower us to live a Godly 

lifestyle.  Furthermore, our carnal nature was crucified in Christ so that we could 

be freed from its control.  Through the finished work of Christ, each believer has 

been enabled to reject sin and embrace righteousness.  As you know, we don’t 

always do it (Rom 6:14, 8:12)!   

 

As the Apostle John said, “If we (believers) say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that 

we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us” (1 John 1:8-

10). 

 

Judgment of the believer’s self is daily identification of sin(s) in his life, 

confession of them, receiving forgiveness, and turning from them.  As people 

born of the Spirit of God, we have a responsibility to live lives that honor our 

Savior.  This requires us to judge ourselves regarding our sin(s). 

 

As Paul was addressing some sins in the church at Corinth, he closed by 

teaching them the proper way to receive the Lord’s Supper.  In his teaching was 

an admonishment to judge (identify, confess, and repent of) sin in their lives prior 
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to taking the body and blood of the Lord.  He said that some believers were sick 

and some had died prematurely because they failed to judge and deal with the 

sin in their lives. 

 

1 Cor 11:27-32 (NIV) Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 

Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood 

of the Lord.  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and 

drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body 

of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  That is why many among you 

are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.  But if we judged 

ourselves, we would not come under judgment.  When we are judged by the 

Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world. 

 

The key statement here is, “If we judged ourselves, we would not come under 

judgment.” 

 

Because our Father God loves us and doesn’t want us to experience the hurt, 

disappointment, divorce, poverty, sickness, and death that willful ongoing sin 

causes; He asks that we judge, confess, and turn from the sins in our lives.  If we 

don’t, the scripture indicates that He will, for our benefit, eventually judge us (our 

sin) in order to save us from eternal condemnation.   

 

The following passage confirms this: 

 

1 Cor 5:1-8 (NLT) I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality 

going on among you, something so evil that even the pagans don't do it. I am told 

that you have a man in your church who is living in sin with his father's wife.  And 

you are so proud of yourselves! Why aren't you mourning in sorrow and shame? 

And why haven't you removed this man from your fellowship?  
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Even though I am not there with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit. 

Concerning the one who has done this, I have already passed judgment in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. You are to call a meeting of the church, and I will be 

there in spirit, and the power of the Lord Jesus will be with you as you meet.  

Then you must cast this man out of the church and into Satan's hands, so that 

his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved when the Lord 

returns. 

 

Paul seems to be saying that the chronic sin in this man’s life will eventually 

cause the loss of his eternal welfare.  Therefore, he commands the church to 

discipline the man by removing fellowship from him thereby placing him in 

Satan’s hands.  The objective of this discipline is a change of behavior.  The 

hope is that the man will respond to the discipline by confessing, repenting of, 

and turning from his sin.  In this instance, it appears that the man responded to 

the correction and was restored to fellowship with the church (2 Cor 2:6-7).     

 

Just as we discipline our children because we love them and don’t want them to 

suffer the negative outcomes of certain behaviors, the Lord disciplines us for our 

welfare.  In His view, premature death is far better than the consequences of 

ongoing sin. 

 

Heb 12:5-6, 11 (NLT) "My child, don't ignore it when the Lord disciplines you and 

don't be discouraged when he corrects you.  For the Lord disciplines those he 

loves and he punishes those he accepts as his children."  No discipline is 

enjoyable while it is happening--it is painful!  But afterward there will be a quiet 

harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. 

 

If we will not judge ourselves, the Lord, who is love and mercy, will judge us.  

He’s unwilling for us to experience complete destruction therefore He will 

mercifully judge the ongoing willful destructive sin in our lives.  However, the 
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better plan is for each believer to continually judge himself and experience the 

abundant life that Jesus has made available to him. 

 

Let us follow the example of the Apostle Paul who said, “I myself always strive to 

have a conscience without offense toward God and men” (Acts 24:16). 

 

Summary of Judgment Two 

Judgment of the Believer’s Self 

 

Subjects: Believers in Christ (Christians) 

Time: Throughout the believer’s life 

Place: Wherever the believer experiences conviction, guilty conscience 

Basis of Judgment: The word of God 

Result: Abundant life for the believer who consistently judges himself, repents, 

and turns from sin or eventual judgment by God for the believer who continues in 

willful sin. 

 

Judgment Three: Judgment of the Believer’s Works 

 

The gospel promises eternal reward for temporal obedience!  When times are 

“tough” in our Christian walk, when we are being persecuted, hindered, buffeted 

or attacked for righteousness’ sake, Paul said, “Don’t get overly focused on the 

temporary problems, get focused on the eternal reward that your steadfastness 

in Christ will produce.  Focus on that glorious eternal reward that will be yours for 

faithfully serving Him. 

 

2 Cor 4:17-18 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us 

a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the 

things which are seen (temporary afflictions, setbacks), but at the things which 
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are not seen (the eternal reward). For the things which are seen are temporary, 

but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

Paul overcame test and trial of this life by looking forward to “those things which 

are ahead.”  “Not that I have already attained or am already perfected; but I press 

on…reaching forward to those things which are ahead. I press toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  Furthermore, he said, “Let 

as many as are mature, have that same mind (attitude).  Mature Christians are to 

devote this temporal life to the accomplishment of that which eternal value.   

 

As we have already learned, the Christian, will never be judged to determine his 

eternal abode (Heaven or hell).  He is Heaven bound through faith in Jesus.  For 

the believer, to be absent from the body is to be with the Lord (2 Cor 5:8).  

However, the Bible clearly teaches that every believer will stand before Christ 

and have his works judged.  This judgment will determine eternal reward or loss 

of reward.  

 

The bible clearly states that we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus, not by 

works.  Good works do not save us.  However, our salvation is to produce good 

works.  Works are not the cause of salvation.  They are the outcomes of 

salvation. 

 

Eph 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  For we 

are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 

God has planned a fruitful good life for every person.  Furthermore, He has 

equipped each person to accomplish that good plan.  After the person is saved 

through faith in Jesus, he is to begin to accomplish those good works the Lord 
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has planned for him.  He is to begin to bear good fruit.  It is these works, or lack 

thereof, for which the believer will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 

2 Cor 5:10 For we (Christians) must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what 

he has done, whether good or bad. 

 

Rom 14:10 …for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  

 

1 Cor 3:9-15 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's 

building.  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master 

builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take 

heed how he builds on it.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 

gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become 

clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire 

will test each one's work, of what sort it is.  If anyone's work which he has built on 

it endures, he will receive a reward.  If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer 

loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

Summary of Judgment Three 

Judgment of the Believer’s Works 

 

Subjects: Believers in Christ (Christians) 

Time: After the church is resurrected 

Place: Judgment Seat of Christ in Heaven 

Basis of Judgment: The works done after becoming a Christian, fruit borne 

Result: Eternal reward or loss of reward (not loss of salvation) 
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What Works Will Bring Eternal Reward?  

 
What works will endure the test of fire and bring reward?  I believe every work 

that flows from the love of God within us will produce eternal reward.  This 

conclusion seems obvious from the following scriptures.  

 

1 Cor 13:1-3 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 

love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  And though I have 

the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though 

I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 

be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 

 

Paul says whatever we do that does not have love and concern for others as its 

primary motive profits us nothing.  Therefore, we conclude that whatever we do 

out of love and concern for others will profit us and produce eternal reward.  As 

Paul said, “Love never fails.”   

 

Here are some passages relating to eternal reward:  

 

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may 

have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.  

 

John tells us that “abiding in Him” will give us assurance before Him in the Day of 

Judgment. To abide is to stay in faith, to stay in the place He put you, to stay in 

relationship, to stay in expectation, to endure, to be available, to stay before Him 

 

A life of “staying” will enable you to stand confidently before His judgment seat.  
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James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those 

who love Him. 

 

Rev 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, 

the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 

you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life. 

 

Naturally speaking, the anticipation of a paycheck that we have not yet seen 

motivates us to continue working.  How much more should the anticipation of an 

eternal paycheck (compensation, reward) motivate us to continue our labors in 

the Lord, regardless of opposition.  Every believer needs to develop an eternal 

worldview and give himself wholeheartedly to that which has eternal value.  As 

one man said, “Don’t spend your life climbing the ladder of success only to 

discover that it was leaning against the wrong building!” 

 

Overcoming temporal afflictions, tests, and trials will produce an exceeding 

weight of glory, a crown of life.   

 

Near the end of his Christian life Paul said, “For I am now ready to be offered and 

the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight.  I have finished 

my course.  I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day, and 

not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim 4:6-8, KJV). 

 

The crown of righteousness is an eternal reward given to those who live their 

lives anticipating the return of Jesus.  A person who loves Jesus and eagerly 

awaits His return would be diligent to fight a good warfare against the wiles of the 

enemy, keep his faith, and finish God’s plan for his life. 
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Eternal reward, the glorious Crown of Righteousness, awaits those who live their 

lives as though Jesus is returning tomorrow. 

 

Eternal reward awaits those who fight a good fight, who keep the faith, and finish 

the Lord’s course for their lives.   

 

2 John 7-8 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess 

Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.  Look to 

yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may 

receive a full reward. 

 

Eternal reward awaits those who recognize and refuse to be led astray by 

deceptive teachings which deny the truths of God’s word, especially denial that 

Jesus was born into the earth as a flesh and blood human being.  This would 

deny His virgin birth, a fundamental doctrine of Christianity.   

 

Luke 14:12-14 Then He also said to him who invited Him, "When you give a 

dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich 

neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.  But when you give 

a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.  And you will be blessed, 

because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the 

just." 

 

Eternal reward is assured to those who help the needy.  Because they cannot 

return your blessing, the Father is going to repay you personally!   

 

Matt 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all 

kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, 

for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 
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Great eternal reward awaits those who gladly rejoice when they are persecuted 

for their faith in Christ. 

 

Matt 6:17-18 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so 

that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the 

secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 

 

Open reward, in this life and the next, is available to those who privately fast for 

the purpose of advancing the Lord’s kingdom. 

 

Luke 6:32-36 "But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For 

even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do 

good to you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners do the same.  And if 

you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to 

you?  For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.  But love your 

enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be 

great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and 

evil. 

 

Loving those who don’t love you, doing good to your enemies, and lending to 

those who cannot repay, produce great heavenly reward.   

 

Heb 11:6, 8-10 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the 

place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 

where he was going.  By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 

country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 

promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God. 
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Obediently and faithfully following the Lord’s direction for your life will bring you to 

the city whose builder and maker is God, the New Jerusalem!  That’s eternal 

reward! 

 

Heb 11:24-26 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the 

son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 

God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ 

greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 

 

Choosing to follow Christ and, if necessary, give up worldly recognition, position, 

and riches, will bring eternal heavenly compensation (reward).   

 

Heb 10:32-36 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you 

endured a great struggle with sufferings: partly while you were made a spectacle 

both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of 

those who were so treated; for you had compassion on me in my chains, and 

joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better 

and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.  Therefore do not cast 

away your confidence, which has great reward.  For you have need of 

endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the 

promise… 

 

Once again, we see that keeping the faith, not casting away your confidence in 

the God, during tests, trials, and persecutions will result in His promises being 

manifest in your life.  I believe these promises are temporal and eternal.   

 

Matt 12:36-37 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will 

give account of it in the Day of Judgment.  For by your words you will be justified, 

and by your words you will be condemned." 
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Matt 12:36-37 (Message) Let me tell you something: Every one of these careless 

words is going to come back to haunt you. There will be a time of Reckoning. 

Words are powerful; take them seriously.  Words can be your salvation. Words 

can also be your damnation."  

 

The words you speak in this life will produce eternal reward or condemnation 

(loss of reward). 

 

Col 3:22-25 Bondservants obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, 

not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.  And 

whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from 

the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 

Christ. 

 

Obedience to those in authority over you and doing your work sincerely, 

excellently, and enthusiastically, as though you are working for the Lord, will 

produce reward, a greater inheritance. 

 

Matt 10:40-42 (NLT) "Anyone who welcomes you is welcoming me, and anyone 

who welcomes me is welcoming the Father who sent me.  If you welcome a 

prophet as one who speaks for God, you will receive the same reward a prophet 

gets.  And if you welcome good and godly people because of their godliness, you 

will be given a reward like theirs.  And if you give even a cup of cold water to one 

of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded." 

 

Those who honor other people of God, even the least saint, will surely be 

rewarded.  

 

Matt 6:2-4 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet 

before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
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may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  But 

when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who 

sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. 

 

Open reward is promised to those who perform charitable deeds in behalf of 

others without calling attention to themselves.   

 

Matt 6:6  But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut 

your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you openly.  

 

Private prayer will result in open reward. 

 

1 Peter 5:1-4 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder 

and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will 

be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor 

as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and 

when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does 

not fade away. 

 

The eternal crown of glory is promised to elders who willingly, with righteous 

motives, choose to shepherd the people of God and be examples of Godliness to 

them.  

 

1 Thes 2:19-20 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?  Is it not even 

you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  For you are our 

glory and joy. 
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Phil 4:1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so 

stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 

 
Here Paul refers to those who have been led to Christ (the church) as a source of 
eternal reward when Jesus returns.  “My beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy 
and crown…”  Consequently, some bible scholars refer to: 
 

The crown of rejoicing as the soulwinner’s crown.  There is eternal reward for 

loving others enough to share Jesus with them.  

 

Col 2:16-19 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or 

a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the 

substance is of Christ.  Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in 

false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not 

seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from 

whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows 

with the increase that is from God. 

 

A believer jeopardizes his reward if he doesn’t “stick to Jesus and salvation by 

grace through faith in Him.”   

 

Gal 3:3 (NLT) Have you lost your senses? After starting your Christian lives in 

the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort? 

 

Gal 4:9-10 (NLT) Now that you have found God (or should I say, now that God 

has found you), why do you want to go back again and become slaves once 

more to the weak and useless spiritual powers of this world?  You are trying to 

find favor with God by what you do or don't do on certain days or months or 

seasons or years. 
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When Is Judgment-Reward Time for the Believer? 

 

Matt 16:27 The Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, 

and then He will reward each according to his works.  

 

Rev 22:12 "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give 

to every one according to his work.”   

 

1 Peter 5:4 When the Chief Shepherd appears, you (elders) will receive the 

crown of glory that does not fade away. 

 

2 Tim 4:8 (NLT) Now the prize awaits me — the crown of righteousness that the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that great day of his return. And the 

prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his glorious return. 

 

The preceding passages indicate that “reward time” is the day of Christ’s return.  

For the Christian, this would be the time when he/she is resurrected and caught 

up to be with Jesus.  “The Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 

commanding shout, with the call of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of 

God. First, all the Christians who have died will rise from their graves (with 

bodies transformed from mortal to immortal).  Then, together with them, we who 

are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds (with 

transformed immortal bodies) to meet the Lord in the air and remain with him 

forever” (1 Thes 4:16-17 NLT). 

 

1 Cor 15:42-44 (NLT) Our earthly bodies, which die and decay, will be different 

when they are resurrected, for they will never die.  Our bodies now disappoint us, 

but when they are raised, they will be full of glory. They are weak now, but when 

they are raised, they will be full of power.  They are natural human bodies now, 

but when they are raised, they will be spiritual bodies. 
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In light of the truth that each believer will be resurrected and give an accounting 

of his Christian life, let us be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 

of the Lord, knowing that our labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor 15:58). 

 

Judgment Four: Judgment of the Christ Rejecting World 

(The Tribulation) 

 

Jude 14-15 (NLT) Now Enoch, who lived seven generations after Adam, 

prophesied about these people.  He said, "Look, the Lord is coming with 

thousands of his holy ones.  He will bring the people of the world to judgment.  

He will convict the ungodly of all the evil things they have done in rebellion and of 

all the insults that godless sinners have spoken against him." 

 

Joel 2:30-32 (NLT) "I will cause wonders in the heavens and on the earth--blood 

and fire and pillars of smoke.  The sun will be turned into darkness, and the 

moon will turn blood red before that great and terrible day of the LORD arrives.  

And anyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.  

 

Matt 24:3-31 (NLT) Later, Jesus sat on the slopes of the Mount of Olives. His 

disciples came to him privately and asked, "When will all this take place? And will 

there be any sign ahead of time to signal your return and the end of the world?"   

Jesus told them, "Don't let anyone mislead you.  Jesus goes on to say that these 

signs will precede His return to the earth: 

 

• Many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the Messiah. They will lead 

many astray.  

 

• Wars will break out near and far; the nations and kingdoms will proclaim 

war against each other. 
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• There will be famines and earthquakes in many parts of the world.   

 

• You will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be hated all over the 

world because of your allegiance to me.   

 

• Many will turn away from me and betray and hate each other.   

 

• Many false prophets will appear and will lead many people astray.   

 

• Sin will be rampant everywhere and the love of many will grow cold.   

 

• You will see what Daniel the prophet spoke about: the sacrilegious object 

that causes desecration standing in the Holy Place. 

 

• It will be a time of greater horror than anything the world has ever seen or 

will ever see again.  In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, the 

entire human race will be destroyed, but it will be shortened for the sake of 

God's chosen ones.   

 

• For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great 

miraculous signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God's 

chosen ones.   

 

So it will be when the Son of Man comes.  Just as the gathering of vultures 

shows there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.    

 

But those who endure to the end will be saved.  And the Good News about the 

Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all nations will 

hear it; and then, finally, the end will come.   
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Immediately after those horrible days end, the sun will be darkened, the moon 

will not give light, the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of heaven will be 

shaken.  At last, the sign of the coming of the Son of Man will appear in the 

heavens, and there will be deep mourning among all the nations of the earth. 

And they will see the Son of Man arrive on the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory.  

 

In the preceding passages as well as in Mark 13:1-27 and Luke 21:5-28, Jesus 

describes events that will take place on the earth just prior to His bodily return to 

the Mount of Olives from which He is speaking (Zech 14:1-4).   

 

He described this as a time of great tribulation, a time of the abomination of 

desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, a time of affliction greater than any 

the earth has yet experienced.  Indeed, Jesus said this would be a time of 

destruction so great that all humanity would be destroyed were not the days cut 

short (Matt 24:22, Mk 13:20).   

 

Bible scholars generally agree this period of tribulation (judgment of the Christ 

rejecting world) culminates during the last seven years prior to Christ’s return to 

the earth (Rev 11:3, 12:14).  The last three-and one-half years of this period are 

frequently referred to as the Great Tribulation or the Time of God’s Wrath. 

 

At the end of this present age of the preaching of the gospel of God’s grace there 

will be a time of God’s judgment.  A fundamental premise of the New Covenant is 

the acceptance of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus or the experiencing of 

God’s judgment, in this case His wrath toward a Christ rejecting world/people.   

 

As we learned in Judgment One, Jesus has borne the judgment of sin for those 

who place their trust in His atoning sacrifice and walk in obedience to His word 

(John 5:24, 1 John 1:7).  I believe Jesus has not only borne the sin of the 
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believer, but that He has delivered the believer from the coming wrath of God 

(the Great Tribulation).  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been 

justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him” (Rom 5:8-9).  

“God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Thes 5:9). 

 

The scriptures consistently refer to God’s wrath as the Day of Tribulation or Day 

of Judgment. In the preceding passages, Paul says, Christians are not appointed 

to wrath.  The time of God’s wrath (the Great Tribulation) is an earthly judgment 

of an earthly people.  It is a time of judging the world system and its worldly 

people, the system and people whose god is Satan (John 8:44, 14:30; Eph 2:2, 2 

Cor 4:4). This is confirmed by the words of the Apostle John.  At the beginning of 

what is referred to as the time of tribulation, he says, “For the great day of His 

wrath has come, and who is able to stand" (Rev 6:17, 16:1)?   

 

After God’s judgment has fallen upon the world religious and commercial 

systems, the great whores of the earth (Rev 17-18), the voices of a multitude in 

heaven are heard saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power 

belong to the Lord our God!  For true and righteous are His judgments, because 

He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication and 

He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her" (Rev 19:1-2). 

 

Indeed, Revelation chapters six through eighteen describe God’s judgments 

being poured out on a Christ rejecting world, its religious and commercial 

systems.  As the tribulation period continues we find it centering in Israel.  As the 

times of the Gentiles (Lk 21:24) are fulfilled, the word of God declares that He will 

execute judgment on His people, the Jews, whom He has drawn back to Israel 

from their dispersion throughout the earth. 
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Ezek 20:34-38 (NIV) I will bring you from the nations and gather you from the 

countries where you have been scattered-with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm and with outpoured wrath.  I will bring you into the desert of the 

nations and there, face to face, I will execute judgment upon you.  As I judged 

your fathers in the desert of the land of Egypt, so I will judge you, declares the 

Sovereign LORD.  I will take note of you as you pass under my rod, and I will 

bring you into the bond of the covenant. 

 

Ezek 22:18-22 Thus says the Lord GOD: 'Because you have all become dross, 

therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.  As men gather 

silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace, to blow fire on it, to 

melt it; so I will gather you in My anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there 

and melt you.  Yes, I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, 

and you shall be melted in its midst.  As silver is melted in the midst of a furnace, 

so shall you be melted in its midst; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 

poured out My fury on you.'" 

 

Jer 30:3-9 (NLT) I will bring them home to this land that I gave to their ancestors, 

and they will possess it and live here again. I, the LORD, have spoken!"  This is 

the message the LORD gave concerning Israel and Judah: This is what the 

LORD says: “I have heard the people crying; there is only fear and trembling.  

Now let me ask you a question: Do men give birth to babies? Then why do they 

stand there, ashen-faced, hands pressed against their sides like women about to 

give birth?  In all history there has never been such a time of terror. It will be a 

time of trouble for my people Israel. Yet in the end, they will be saved!”  "For in 

that day,” says the LORD Almighty, “I will break the yoke from their necks and 

snap their chains. Foreigners will no longer be their masters.  For my people will 

serve the LORD their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them.” 
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The prophets consistently spoke of a future day when the Jewish people who 

had been dispersed throughout the earth for over two thousand years would be 

drawn back to Israel and, ultimately, experience a time of judgment.  It will be a 

time of trouble for His people Israel.  As we have read in the preceding 

scriptures, it is called the day of the LORD, the time of Jacob’s trouble, the 

melting pot, and a time of passing under the rod.  However, there is good news!  

As a result of the Lord’s righteous and true judgments, multitudes of Jews are 

saved, brought into the bond of the covenant, and become servants of Jesus, the 

Messiah they had previously rejected. 

 

Summary of Judgment Four 

Judgment of the Christ Rejecting World, the Tribulation 

 

Subjects: Those people who have rejected God and His offer of salvation through 

faith in Jesus, especially the Jews 

Time: The seven years immediately prior to the return of Christ 

Place: Throughout the earth but culminating in Israel 

Basis of Judgment: Rejection of Christ 

Result: Catastrophic destruction and death for the earth and its inhabitants, but 

eternal life for those who put their faith in Jesus. 

 

The Lord so desperately wants people to be saved that, during the tribulation 

period, He sends angels to preach the gospel.  Heretofore, He had never given 

anyone but man the privilege of preaching the gospel.  “Then I saw another angel 

flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those 

who dwell on the earth -- to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people -- saying with 

a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has 

come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of 

water.’"  It worked!  Amidst this Great Tribulation and all the threats of the beast 

(anti-Christ), John says, “I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
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their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast 

or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. 

They lived and reigned with Christ…” (Rev 14:6, 20:4-5).  

 

Judgment Five: The Judgment of the Nations 

 
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24).  God has given the Gentile nations great power and 
authority in the earth.  Nonetheless, upon Christ’s return to earth they are 
brought before Him for divine judgment.  This is in accordance with God’s 
prophetic word. 
 
Ps 110:6 He shall judge among the nations… 

 

Isaiah 2:4 He shall judge between the nations and rebuke many people… 

 

Joel 3:1-3 (Amp) “Behold, in those days and at that time when I shall reverse the 

captivity and restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem.  I will gather all 

nations and will bring them down into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and there will I 

deal with and execute judgment upon them for their treatment of My people and 

of My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations and because 

they have divided My land.  They have cast lots for My people and have given a 

boy for a harlot and have sold a girl for juice of the grape and have drunk it.”  

 

Joel continues his prophetic word, “Come quickly, all you nations everywhere. 

Gather together in the valley."  And now, O Lord, call out your warriors!  "Let the 

nations be called to arms. Let them march to the valley of Jehoshaphat.  There I, 

the Lord, will sit to pronounce judgment on them all” (Joel 3:11-12). 

 

As His crucifixion draws near, Jesus describes the Judgment of Nations.  He 

says: "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, 

then He will sit on the throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before 

Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his 
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sheep from the goats.  And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats 

on the left.  Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed 

of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 

drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I 

was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 

 

"Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry 

and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?  When did we see You a stranger 

and take You in, or naked and clothe You?  Or when did we see You sick, or in 

prison, and come to You?'  And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, 

I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you 

did it to Me.' 

 

"Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, 

into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry 

and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a 

stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in 

prison and you did not visit Me.' 

 

"Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?'  

Then He will answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.'  And these will go 

away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life" (Matt 25:31-

46). 

 

Judgment of the Nations occurs immediately following the Great Tribulation.  The 

final event of the Great Tribulation is the return of Jesus and His army to the 

earth to subdue, with a rod of iron, those nations and armies of the Antichrist who 
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have gathered together in the valley of Jehoshaphat/Megiddo to destroy the 

Jews and Israel.  This is the Battle of Armageddon (Rev 19).   Jesus crushes all 

opposition, throws the Antichrist and his false prophet into the Lake of Fire, and 

sends Satan to the bottomless pit for a thousand years. Thereafter, as King of 

kings and Lord of lords, He takes His place on the throne of glory, the throne of 

David, in Jerusalem.  This confirms that the Judgment of Nations will occur at the 

beginning of the Millennium, shortly after the second Advent of Christ.     

 

“And before Him (Jesus) shall all the nations be gathered…” The Greek word 

translated “nations” is “ethnos.”  In the New Testament it is translated nation(s) 

sixty-one times, “heathen” five times and “gentiles” ninety-two times.  Ethnos is 

defined as a race or a tribe of people.  More specifically, it means a foreign, non-

Jewish people, hence the alternative translations of “gentile” and “heathen.” 

 

The Judgment of Nations is an earthly judgment of earthly (mortal) people who 

have survived the Great Tribulation.  The criterion upon which they will be judged 

is their treatment of Christ’s brethren.  Some Bible scholars believe the Christ’s 

brethren to be only the Jews, His natural brethren.  Others include the church, 

His spiritual brethren. Regardless, the criterion on which the nations will be 

judged is their treatment of Christ’s brethren. For sure, it is not the Jews, or the 

church being judged!     

 

The Great Tribulation will be time of separation.  People will embrace the anti-

Semitism of the Antichrist and join in the betrayal and persecution of God’s 

people.  Or, they will embrace Jesus and help His people.  Jesus will say to 

those (goats) who choose to persecute His brethren, "Depart from Me, you 

cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was 

hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a 

stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in 

prison and you did not visit Me.” 
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To those who embrace Him and help His brethren, Jesus will say, “Come, you 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 

drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I 

was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” 

 

The outcome of the Judgment is severe.  Those (goats) who have persecuted 

His brethren are cursed and cast into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels.  Their eternal destiny has been settled.  

 

To the sheep, Jesus says, “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  The kingdom referred to Is 

the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus, His one-thousand-year reign on earth.  As 

mortal men and women the sheep enter the Millennium.  Apparently, they 

prosper and multiply exceedingly for eventually their number is “as the sand of 

the sea” (Rev 20:8). 

 

The scripture is clear that no person is condemned to “everlasting fire” because 

he is a citizen of a particular nation (ethnic group) or race of people. “A person 

shall die for his own sin" (2 Chron 25:4, 2 Kings 14:6, Deut 24:16).  

Consequently, individual citizens of a particular nation (ethnicity), regardless of 

its overall treatment of Christ’s brethren, would not be classified as sheep or 

goats based on their citizenship.  Hence, the Judgment of Nations, might more 

accurately be called the judgment of all persons of non-Jewish ethnicity (nations) 

who survive the Great Tribulation.   

 

Summary of Judgment Five 

Judgment of the Nations 

 

Subjects: Mortal people of all nationalities who survive the Great Tribulation 
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Time: Christ’s return to earth to establish His kingdom (His Second Advent) 

Place: The Throne of His glory, the Temple in Jerusalem 

Basis of Judgment: The treatment of Christ’s brethren  

Result: The “sheep” who blessed Christ’s brethren enter His Millennial Kingdom.  

The “goats” who persecuted Christ’s brethren are cast into everlasting fire. 

 

Judgment Six: The Great White Throne Judgment 

 

Rev 20:11-15 (NLT) And I saw a great white throne, and I saw the one who was 

sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his presence, but they found no place to 

hide.  I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God's throne. And 

the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 

according to the things written in the books, according to what they had done.  

The sea gave up the dead in it, and death and the grave gave up the dead in 

them. They were all judged according to their deeds. And death and the grave 

were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death--the lake of fire.  And 

anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into 

the lake of fire. 

 

The Great White Throne Judgment is the last judgment mentioned in the word of 

God.  It is preceded by these events.  At least one thousand years have passed 

since the beast (Antichrist) and the false prophet were sent to the lake of fire and 

Satan was bound in the bottomless pit at the end of the Great Tribulation (Rev 

19:20, 20:2-3).  After the incarceration of these enemies, God resurrected the 

tribulation saints as a part of the first resurrection.  All resurrected saints lived 

and reigned with King Jesus during the Millennium.  At the end of the millennium, 

Satan is loosed to test and deceive those who have never experienced his 

“wiles.”  What a “bummer” for them!  Once again, multitudes yield to Satan’s 

deceptions and follow him in rebellion against God’s saints and His beloved city.   
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This time, however, God reminds everyone that He is a consuming fire and 

simply devours all opposition with fire from Heaven (Heb 10:29).  He sends 

Satan to the Lake of Fire to fellowship with his brethren, the Antichrist, the False 

Prophet, and his followers forever and ever (Rev 20:4-10).  This is the absolute 

end to Satan’s career of rebellion, lying, deceiving, stealing, killing, and 

destroying.  Praise God forevermore. 

 

After these events, God resurrects every person who has not been resurrected.  

Predominately, this will be the resurrection of the “wicked dead,” all those since 

the time of Adam, he included, who rejected Jesus.  While the heaven and the 

earth flee His face on their way to renewal by fire, the dead are brought up to 

God’s great white throne (2 Peter 3:10-13, Rev 21:1).  The sea, death, and hell 

give up the dead in them.  In other words, no one will escape!  God’s record 

books are opened.  Did you know that He has a detailed record of your life and 

that of every other person who has existed?  “The Great, the Mighty God, whose 

name is the LORD of hosts…whose eyes are open to all the ways of the sons of 

men, to give everyone according to his ways and according to the fruit of his 

doings” (Jer 32:18-20). 

 

The phrase “according to his ways” and “according to his works” are common 

phrases related to judgment.  Remember these words of Jesus, “The Son of Man 

will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each 

according to his works” (Matt 16:27). It seems to me that the phrase “according 

to” indicates differing levels of reward or punishment, that reward for the believer 

or punishment for the unbeliever are proportional to his ways, good or bad.  For 

example, in hell, Hitler would be experiencing a greater level of punishment than 

would the “good person” who simply never received Christ Jesus as Savior.  On 

the other hand, the fruitful Christian who devoted his life to seeking and doing 

God’s will would experience a greater level of heavenly reward than would the 

casual Christian who never bore much fruit.   
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Regardless, at God’s pure white (holy, righteous) throne each person is judged 

justly and righteously.  There will be no arguments for every person will know he 

is being dealt with in absolute truth and fairness.  Those whose names are not 

written in the Book of Life will be cast into the Lake of Fire to join Satan, their 

lord.  Those whose names are written in the Book of Life will live eternally, along 

with all other saints, in the presence of their God and Savior.   

 

After this final judgment we see the holy city, the New Jerusalem, descending out 

of heaven to sit upon the new earth with its new atmosphere (heavens).  In this 

magnificent setting, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit will 

abide with the blood-bought saints forever and ever.  “Behold, I come quickly: 

blessed is he that keeps the sayings of the prophecy of this book” (Rev 22:7). 

 

Summary of Judgment Six 

The Great White Throne Judgment 

 

Subjects: Every person who has not been previously resurrected, primarily the 

wicked dead 

Time: After the Millennium and the final Satan led rebellion, at the time of the 

earth’s renewal by fire 

Place: The Great White Throne of God in Heaven 

Basis of Judgment: Rejection or acceptance of Christ 

Result: Those whose names are not found in the Book of Life are cast into 

the Lake of Fire to be eternally punished.  Those whose names are written in the 

Book of Life are rewarded and enter Heaven, God’s eternal Kingdom. 

 

Considering that every person will stand before God to be judged, “Let us 

hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His command-

ments, for this is man's all.  For God will bring every work into judgment, 

Including every secret thing, whether good or evil” (Eccle 12:13-14). 


