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The doctrine of reward for the saved is not a message of salvation by works.  

"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith in Jesus 

Christ” (Gal 2:16). "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life..." (John 3:36).   

 

However, salvation is to produce good works, “For we are God's own handiwork, 

His workmanship, recreated in Christ Jesus, (born anew) that we may do those 

good works which God predestined, planned beforehand, for us (taking paths which 

He prepared ahead of time, that we should walk in them, living the good life which 

He prearranged and made ready for us to live.” (Eph. 2:10 Amp).  We are saved by 

grace then empowered by grace to accomplish those good works which God 

predestined, planned beforehand, for us (1 Cor 15:10). 

 

Our Christian lives will undergo a test of fire at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  "For 

we (Christians) must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or 

bad” (2 Cor 5:10). 

 

From 1 Corinthians 3:8-15 we learn:    

 

(1) Every believer will be rewarded according to his own labor.   

(2) We are God's fellow workers, not for salvation, but for rewards.   

(3) We are to build upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone.   

(4) We are to choose to build with eternal materials: gold, silver, costly stones… 

(5) The judgment of the believer's works will determine reward or loss of reward. 

(6) Salvation will not be the issue.  The fruit of salvation will be the issue.   

 

God has great rewards prepared for His family.  As Paul said, “Eye has not seen, 

nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has 

prepared for those who love Him. But God has revealed them to us through His 

Spirit” (1 Cor 2:9-10).  We have not grasped all that God has for us, but the New 

Testament speaks of five crowns or wreaths as eternal rewards available to the 
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believer.  These crowns are a badge of royalty, a conspicuous elaborate twined 

wreath denoting honor and victory, like a prize in the Olympic games. In the 

Christian race, some believers will have allowed the grace of God to be maximized 

in their lives.  One day they will stand before the King of kings and the Lord of lords 

to be awarded an enduring, eternal crown which fades not away (1 Peter 5:4)!  

 

Thus far, we have studied three crowns.   

 

1 Cor 9:25-27 Everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now 

they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an Imperishable Crown or 

Incorruptible Crown (KJV).  

 

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the Crown of Life which the Lord has promised to those 

who love Him.  

 

1 Thes 2:19 What is our hope, or joy, or Crown of Rejoicing? Is it not even you 

(Thessalonians) in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  

 

The fourth crown we will study is the: 

 

CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

Paul said, “The time of my departure is at hand. "I have fought a good fight, I have 

finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 

Crown of Righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 

that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing" (2 Tim 

4:6-8).  

 

Who will receive the Crown of Righteousness?  
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2 Tim 4:7-8 (Amp) I have fought the good, worthy, honorable, and noble fight; I 

have finished the race, I have kept (firmly held) the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up 

for me the victor's Crown of Righteousness for being right with God and doing 

right, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me and recompense me on 

that great day--and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved and 

yearned for and welcomed His appearing, His return. 

 

The word translated “love or loved” in these passages implies a willful choosing as 

a matter of principle and propriety.   

 

According to the preceding passage, who will receive the Crown of 

Righteousness?  

 

Might those believers who live with the notion that His appearing could happen at 

any time be considered wise, intelligent, and prudent virgins. 

 

Matt 25:1-13 The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of ten virgins 

who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, 

and five were wise.  The five who were foolish took no oil for their lamps, but the 

other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. When the bridegroom was 

delayed, they all lay down and slept.  At midnight they were roused by the shout, 

'Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and welcome him!'   

 

All the virgins got up and prepared their lamps.  Then the five foolish ones asked 

the others, 'Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.'  But 

the others replied, 'We don't have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some 

for yourselves.'  But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came, and 

those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was 

locked.  
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Later, when the other five virgins returned, they stood outside, calling, 'Sir, open the 

door for us!'  But he called back, 'I don't know you!'  "So, stay awake and be 

prepared, because you do not know the day or hour of my return. 

 

What is the moral of this passage?  What can we learn regarding our 

preparedness for the Lord’s return? 

 

Paul exemplified the lifestyle of one who loves and yearns for Christ's 

appearing.   

 

He strove to have a conscience without offense toward God and men (Acts 24:16). 

 

He was pressed on every side by troubles, but not crushed and broken. He was 

perplexed but did not give up and quit (2 Cor 4:8). 

 

He faithfully fought the good fight of faith (2 Tim 4:7).   

 

He kept his flesh under (1 Cor 9:27).   

 

He declared the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).   

 

He chose to forget past shortcomings and press on toward his heavenly prize  

(Phil 3:13-14). 

 

He remained loyal to Jesus and finished his race (2 Tim 4:7).   

 

He said, “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ” (1 Cor 11:1). 

 

In brief, he allowed the grace of God to be maximized in/through his life  

(1 Cor 15:10). 
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If you’re thinking I can never measure up to such a standard, be at ease.  You are 

only required to faithfully finish His course for your life.  You won’t be judged 

against any other standard.  Furthermore, the Father knew we could not meet His 

standard, therefore, He sent Jesus, the incarnation of God’s grace, to enable us to 

meet it, to meet it in our behalf!   

 

Paul himself said, “For the grace of God, His unmerited favor and blessing, has 

come forward (appeared) for the deliverance from sin and the eternal salvation for 

all mankind.  It has trained us to reject and renounce all ungodliness and worldly, 

passionate desires, to live discreet (temperate, self-controlled), upright, devout 

(spiritually whole) lives in this present world, awaiting and looking for the [fulfillment, 

the realization of our] blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of our great God 

and Savior Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed one),  Who gave Himself on 

our behalf that He might redeem us, purchase our freedom, from all iniquity and 

purify for Himself a people to be peculiarly His own. People who are eager and 

enthusiastic about living a life that is good and filled with beneficial deeds (Titus 

2:11-14 Amp). 

 

Trained (NT:3811) - educated, disciplined, chastened, instructed, taught  

 

According to the preceding passage, what does the grace of God do for us, in 

us, and through us? 

 

Concluding Thought: Righteousness is a gift imputed at the time of salvation.  The 

Crown of Righteousness is a reward given to those who allow that righteousness to 

accomplish its perfect work in/through them.   

 


