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As we began our study of the Believer’s Crowns, eternal reward for temporal 

obedience, we learned that the believer's works will undergo the test of fire at the 

Judgment Seat of Christ.  "For we (Christians) must all appear before the Judgment 

Seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while 

in the body, whether good or bad” (2 Cor 5:10).   

 

In relation to the Judgment Seat of Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:8-15 tells us:  

 

(1) Every believer will be rewarded according to his own labor.   

(2) We are God's fellow workers, not for salvation, but for rewards.   

(3) We are to build upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone.   

(4) We are to choose to build with eternal materials: gold, silver, costly stones: 

not temporal materials such as wood, hay, or straw.   

(5) The judgment of the believer's works will determine reward or loss of reward. 

(6) Salvation will not be the issue.  The fruit of salvation will be the issue.   

  

In the context of reward for the saved, the New Testament mentions five Crowns 

which are available to the believer. Strong’s Concordance defines such a crown as 

a badge of royalty, a conspicuous elaborate twined wreath denoting honor and 

victory.  It is like a prize in the public games.  Think of the Olympic medals.  

Everyone who participates in the Olympic games is a proven, capable athlete, but 

there are some who have excelled to the point of earning an Olympic medal. They 

have persevered and earned an earthly, fading award.  But in the greatest contest, 

the Christian race, there are some believers who will have allowed the grace of God 

to be maximized in their lives.  One day they will stand before the King of kings and 

the Lord of lords to be awarded an enduring, eternal crown which does not fade 

away (1 Peter 5:4). 

 

The first crown we studied was the Crown Incorruptible or Wreath Imperishable.  

The second crown we will study is the: 
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                                                     Crown of Life 

 

Rev 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the 

devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 

have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the Crown of 

Life.   

 

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those 

who love Him.  

 

Temptation - a putting to proof, an experience of evil, a provocation, adversity, trial, 

test 

 

James 1:12 (Amp) Blessed (happy, to be envied) is the man who is patient under 

trial and stands up under temptation, for when he has stood the test and been 

approved, he will receive [the victor's] Crown of Life which God has promised to 

those who love Him. 

  

Who will receive the Crown of Life?   

 

James 1:2-6 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing 

that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect 

work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it 

will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is 

like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  

 

What does James tell us to do when we fall into trials and tests? 
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What are some reasons, one could “count it all joy” as he/she deals with a 

test or trial? 

 

One could recall that the eternal Crown of Life will be given for overcoming the 

temptations, tests, and trials of this life.   

 

One can consider it joy because he knows that the testing of his faith produces 

patience. 

 

If one allows “patience to do its perfect work” amidst the trial, he can count it all joy 

because he will become more perfect and complete, lacking nothing!   

 

One can count it all joy because God’s wisdom is available to him if he asks in faith, 

not doubting. 

 

Some other reasons one could and should “count it all joy:” 

 

Heb 13:5-6 (Amp) Let your character or moral disposition be free from love of 
money [including greed, avarice, lust, and craving for earthly possessions] and 
be satisfied with your present circumstances and with what you have; for God 
Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you, nor give you up, nor leave you 
without support. I will not, I will not, I will not in any degree leave you helpless nor 
forsake nor let you down ( relax My hold on you)! Assuredly not! 
 
Dan 3:19-26 King Nebuchadnezzar rose in haste and said, “Did we not cast three 
men bound into the midst of the fire?"  
 
Isaiah 63:9 “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence 
saved them.  In His love and in His pity (merciful compassion), He redeemed 
them and He bore them and carried them all the days of old.” 
 
Heb 4:15-16 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.  
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2 Cor 12:9 He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness."   
 
Luke 22:31-32 Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that 
he may sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not 
fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." 
 
Heb 7:25 He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.  
 
1 Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be 
able to bear it. 
 
Rom 8:26-28 The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses….  
 
Rom 8:31 If God is for us, who can be against us?  
 

By considering these truths, we can “count it all joy” amidst the tests and trials of 

life.  By looking ahead to "Crowning Day," we can rejoice in the heavenly outcome 

of persevering under trial.  Listen to these words from I Peter 1:6-7 (NASV):  "In this 

you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 

gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honor at the revelation (appearing, coming) of Jesus Christ."   

 

Your overcoming of tests and trials will bring the Crown of Life to you, and it will 

bring praise and glory and honor when Jesus appears.  Jesus himself exhorted the 

Philadelphian church, the church of brotherly love, with these words: "Because you 

have kept the word of My perseverance, I will also keep you from the hour of 

testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who 

dwell upon the earth.  I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in order that no 

one take your crown" (Rev 3:10-11 NASV). 

 

Amidst every trial, the Christian is a person who has hope not only in this life but 
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also in the life to come (I Cor. 15:19).  All believers have eternal life, but those who 

persevere and remain faithful unto death shall have the Crown of Life.  For this 

reason, Jesus said, “Hold fast what you have that you may receive your crown.” 


