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Our God is eternal, His word is eternal and true.  You are eternal. 
 
Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 
pass away.   
 
Isaiah 55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not 
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing for which I sent it.   
 
Will God always accomplish His word, will He always do what He has promised 
to do? How long does He have to accomplish the entirety of His word?  
  
As a believer, a born-again person, how long will you live?  
 
How long is the Lord’s plan for your life?  Over what duration will it extend?  
 
How long is your present “flesh and blood” life?  
 
Ps 39:5 (James 4:14) Every man at his best state is but vapor that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes away. 
 
2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
 
Let’s consider the length of your present physical life.  If you live 100 years, in 
God’s view you will have lived 1/10 of a day, or about 2.4 hours!   
 
How does 2.4 hours compare to eternity? Does God’s plan for your life extend 
beyond 2.4 hours, beyond your present life? 
 
Eph 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  
 
What is the duration of your salvation? 
 
Would the “good works which you were created to do” cover the same duration?   
 
Is it only this present life that is available for you “to do those good works which 
He planned beforehand that you should do?” 
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1 Cor 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most 
pitiable.  
 
What’s the point?  The point is: Our God is eternal, as His child you are 
eternal, and His will, plan, and purpose for your life is eternal.  It does not 
terminate when you leave your present body. 
 
Presently, you’re a tent dweller, like Abraham and Sarah. 
 
2 Cor 5:4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened… 
 
You’re not groaning and burdened because you want to be tent-less.  You’re 
groaning because you desire a better tent, an immortal, incorruptible one 
designed to house you eternally, that you might fully accomplish His eternal will, 
plan, and purpose for your life.   
 
So, it was with those listed in the “Hall of Faith” of Hebrews Chapter 11.  
 
Heb 11:10 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place 
which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where 
he was going. By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. 
 
Heb 11:13-16 All these faithful ones (Abel, Noah, Abraham, Sarah…) died 
without receiving what God had promised them, but they saw it all from a 
distance and welcomed the promises of God. They agreed that they were no 
more than foreigners and nomads here on earth. And obviously people who talk 
like that are looking forward to a country they can call their own. They were 
looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a heavenly city for them.  
 
Heb 11:32-38 Well, how much more do I need to say? It would take too long to 
recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 
Samuel, and all the prophets. By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled 
with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. 
Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put 
whole armies to flight. Women received their loved ones back again from death. 
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But others trusted God and were tortured, preferring to die rather than turn from 
God and be free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better life. 
Some were mocked, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were 
chained in dungeons. Some died by stoning, and some were sawed in half; 
others were killed with the sword. Some went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
hungry and oppressed and mistreated. They were too good for this world. They 
wandered over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground. 
 
Heb 11:39-40 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did 
not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they 
should not be made perfect apart from us. 
 
Heb 11:39-40 (NLT) All of these people we have mentioned received God's 
approval because of their faith, yet none of them received all that God had 
promised. For God had far better things in mind for us that would also benefit 
them, for they can't receive the prize at the end of the race until we finish the 
race.  
 
All these people (the ones who did great exploits and those who were sawn 
asunder) received God's approval because of their faith, yet none of them 
received all that God had promised.  For God had far better things in mind 
for us that would also benefit them, for they can't receive the prize at the end 
of the race until we finish the race. Did you notice that “God has far better things 
in mind for you?” 
 
How many received all that God had promised? None, even Noah, Abraham 
and Moses, mighty heroes of the Bible whose earthly lives we would 
consider to be super successful, were looking for something more, 
something better, for all that God had promised. Resurrection to a better 
life; the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God; a 
country they can call their own, a better place, a heavenly homeland, the 
Heavenly city God has prepared for them.  
 
The Point: God’s plan for your life is just beginning when you exit your 
present tent! 
 
When you exit your present “tent” you will enter something more, 
something better, all that God has promised, resurrection to a better life; 
the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God; a country 
you can call your own, a better place, a heavenly homeland, the Heavenly 
city God has prepared for you.  
 
Remember Paul’s words, “As it is written: Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared (made 
and kept ready) for those who love Him” (1 Cor 2:9-10).  What God has prepared  
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for those who love Him is magnificent beyond anything that has entered our 
hearts, our minds.  Paul goes on to say that the Holy Spirit is revealing them to 
us, but I believe we are in “elementary school” regarding the magnificent future 
God has prepared for us, His family. 
 
As the Song of Songs says, “He brought me to His banqueting house and His 
banner over me is love” (2:4).     
 
Consider this popular passage: “I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 
the LORD, thoughts of peace…to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 
29:11).   
 
Are God’s thoughts and plans toward you restricted to your present earthly life?  
Again, I think not.  Your future is eternal and you’re in the process of developing 
an eternal hope, an expectation of experiencing all the good things God has 
planned for you during the ages to come.  
 
“All honor to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…who has given us the 
privilege of being born again. Now we live with a wonderful expectation for God 
has reserved a priceless inheritance for his children. It is kept in Heaven for us, 
pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And God, in his 
mighty power, will protect us until we receive this salvation, because we are 
trusting him” (1 Peter 1:3-5 NLT). 
 
You, Christian, are developing an eternal perspective.  You are an eternal 
being with eternal gifts, talents, and capabilities who will serve the eternal 
God in the eternal places He has chosen.  
 
In the end, from the New Jerusalem on the New Earth, “His servants shall serve 
Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. And they 
shall reign forever and ever” (Rev 22:3-5).  
 
You can be assured it will be as He has said, “For the counsel of the LORD 
stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations” (Psalm 33:11). 
  
In conclusion, “Our citizenship is in heaven. Here we have no continuing city, but 
we seek the one to come. Therefore, by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.  Since 
you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, 
sitting at the right hand of God” (Phil 3:20, Heb 13:14-15, Col 3:1).   


