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Last week, May 5, we began a study of The Believer’s Crowns, eternal reward for 

temporal obedience.  As we learned, salvation (new birth) is a grace gift available to 

every human being who believes (has faith) in Jesus.  Salvation is a gift from 

God and cannot be earned.  However, each “saved by grace” person is to be 

about “good works.”  “We (saved by grace people) are His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should 

walk in them” (John 3:16; Eph 2:8, 10).  However, every Christian will have 

his/her works judged.  It will be a judgment to determine reward or loss of reward.  

Paul said it this way, “We (Christians) must all appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to 

what he has done, whether good or bad.” "Each of us will give an account of 

himself to God” (2 Cor 5:11, Rom 14:12).   

 

In 1 Corinthians 3:8-15, Pauls says:    

 

(1) Every believer will be rewarded according to his own labor.   

(2) We are God's fellow workers, not for salvation, but for rewards.   

(3) We are to build upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone.   

(4) We are to choose to build with eternal materials: gold, silver, costly stones…  

(5) The judgment of the believer's works will determine reward or loss of reward. 

(6) Salvation will not be the issue.  The fruit of salvation will be the issue.   

 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, believers in Him will gain reward or lose reward.  

The New Testament teaches that there will be five glorious “Crowns” available as 

rewards to those Christians who have pressed into Jesus and allowed Him to 

accomplish His will in their lives.  Today, we will begin out study of these Crowns by 

considering the: 

                            Crown Incorruptible or Wreath Imperishable  

 

The apostle Paul compares the Christian walk to an athletic contest, a race.  He 
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exhorts us to run the race set before us by Christ with the aim (intention) of 

obtaining the eternal Incorruptible Crown.  Paul viewed this crown as immensely 

more precious than the temporal crown or wreath awarded the victors in the 

Olympic contests of old.  Listen to his words: “Do you not know that those who run 

in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain 

it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do 

it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.  Therefore I run 

thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air.  But I discipline 

my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself 

should become disqualified” (1 Cor 9:24-27).  

 

The Amplified Bible translates this passage as follows: “Do you not know that in a 

race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize?  So, run your race 

that you may lay hold of the prize and make it yours.  Now every athlete who goes 

into training conducts himself temperately and restricts himself in all things.  They 

do it to win a wreath that will soon wither, but we do it to receive a crown of eternal 

blessedness that cannot wither.  Therefore, I do not run uncertainly--without a 

definite aim.  I do not box as one beating the air and striking without an adversary.  

But, like a boxer, I buffet my body--handle it roughly, discipline it by hardships--and 

subdue it, for fear that after proclaiming to others the Gospel and things pertaining 

to it, I myself should become unfit--not stand the test and be unapproved--and 

rejected as a counterfeit.” 

 

The Crown Incorruptible is the reward for those who keep under their carnal nature 

the body of sin.  It is the eternal reward for those who do not yield to their carnal 

desires.  It is the prize for those who do not allow the world to divert them from the 

Master’s plan.  Just as the Olympic athlete of Paul's time had to be a Greek citizen, 

the one who aims for the Crown Incorruptible must be a citizen of the kingdom of 

God.  To enter this race, one must be born-again (John 3:3).  One must be born-

again to win!  The Crown Incorruptible is an incorruptible immortal crown available 
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only to those who are going to receive an incorruptible immortal body (1 Cor. 

15:52). 

 

Just as any successful athlete must deny himself many gratifications of the body, 

the believer who pursues the Crown Incorruptible must discipline his flesh and keep 

it under.  He must keep his eye on Jesus, the Author and Finisher of his faith (Heb 

12:2).  He must not yield to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the pride of 

life.  These things are not of God and will divert the believer from the straight and 

narrow track that leads to victory (1 John 2:15-17, Mt 7:13-14).   

 

To acquire the Crown Incorruptible, the believer must recognize that his body of 

flesh was crucified in Christ.  He must know that he is not obligated to obey the 

lusts of the flesh (Rom 6:6, 11; 8:12).  He must by faith, in the finished work of 

Christ, reckon his body of flesh, his carnal nature, dead to sin. As Paul said, “I have 

been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…”  

(Col 3:1-10; Gal. 2:20, 5:16-25). 

 

Furthermore, just as the victorious athlete must discipline his body, he must also 

discipline his mind to think on those things which lead to victory.  Likewise, the 

Christian who desires to experience the perfect will of God must not only deal with 

his body but also with his mind.  "I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual service of worship.  And, do not be conformed to this world, but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove (experience) what 

the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom 12:1-2). 

 

Phil 4:8-9 Brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 

things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever 

things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy 

— meditate on these things. The things which you learned and received and heard 
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and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 

In His word God repeatedly connects success and victory with receiving His word 

and obeying it (Luke 6:47-49, Joshua 1:8, Psalm 1:1-3).  Jesus is our example of 

success in life.  He said, "I have meat to eat that you know not of...My meat is to do 

the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work” (John 4:32-34). 

 

An athlete cannot be victorious in the race without physical and mental discipline.  

Likewise, the believer in Christ cannot acquire the Crown Incorruptible without 

disciplining his mind and his body.  He must know the will (word) of God and he 

must do it.  For the Christian who is willing to lead a separated, holy, sanctified life 

in Him, Jesus is standing ready to give him the victor's Incorruptible Crown. 


