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Matt 24:3-14 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, 
saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and 
of the end of the age?"  

Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  For many will 
come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  And you will hear of 
wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  All 
these are the beginning of sorrows, the beginning of birth pains (preceding the great 
tribulation which will occur immediately before Christ’s return to the earth, His second 
Advent). 

"Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all 
nations for My name's sake.  And then many will be offended, will betray one another, 
and will hate one another.  Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  And 
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  But he who endures 
to the end shall be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

Coronavirus is a worldwide pestilence, the greatest one we’ve experienced.  The world is 
focused on it, its destructiveness, and its destruction.   
 
Was the virus sent by God?  Jesus said, “There would be pestilences, famines, 
earthquakes…”  Does that make them His will?  Has God sent coronavirus to kill and 
destroy people, society, nations…?  I believe not.     
 
However, let us consider God’s will, even if one believes the virus was sent by Him.  
Would He not want us (his family) to be saved from it?  What did Jesus say in the 
passage above?  “He who endures (perseveres, overcomes) pestilences, famines, 
earthquakes…to the end, will be saved.” 
 
In Matthew 24:15-22, Jesus speaks of great tribulation (which is from God), such as has 
not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And 
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake 
those days will be shortened.  (This is the 3 ½ year period immediately preceding Christ’s 
return to earth as King of kings and Lord of lords. Rev 19) 
 
During this season of great tribulation, multitudes of people are saved.  In other words, 
God always desires to save people, even amidst the great tribulation which is His doing. 
 
Rev 7:9-15 I (John) looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of 
all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 
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loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb!"  
 
Then one of the elders asked me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did 
they come from?" And I (John) said to him, "Sir, you know." So, he said to me, "These 
are the ones who come out of (were saved out from) the great tribulation and 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  
 
Even amidst the greatest tribulation mankind will ever experience, God continues to save 
people. God is Savior, always, under all circumstances, and forever. 
 
Bottom Line: He who endures to the end shall be saved. 
 
Endure - stay under and push, to remain; bear up, have fortitude, persevere, abide 
patiently 
 
He who endures (stays under and pushes, remains, bear up, exerts fortitude, perseveres, 
abides patiently) will be saved. 
 
Saved - It’s that famous word sozo (NT 4982) which means to save, make safe, deliver, 
protect, heal, preserve, make whole, make do well…  
 
Sozo is used 109 times in the KJV New Testament.  When you encounter the words 
save, saved, healed, made whole…, they will generally have sozo as their root. 
 
Here are a variety of passages which illustrate the meanings of “sozo”:  Sozo is the root 
of the words in bold print. 
 
John 3:17 God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved (made safe, delivered, protected, healed, preserved, made 
whole, made well…). 
 
Eph 2:8-9 By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  
 
Mark 5:34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace 
and be whole of thy plague. 
 
Acts 4:9-10 Referring to the healing of the man who had been lame from his mother’s 
womb, Peter said, “If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent 
man, by what means he is made whole; Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
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James 5:14-16 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:  And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick… Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of righteous people avail much. 
 
If we consider the various facets of “sozo” relative to this siege of coronavirus we’re 
experiencing,  we realize that multitudes of people will experience the “sozo” of spiritual 
salvation; multitudes will experience the “sozo” being saved from the virus, and 
multitudes will experience the “sozo” of being healed of the virus. 
 
You may feel weak and defenseless against the coronavirus (or any serious trial) and its 
effects, but you are not.  God’s grace is sufficient for you, for His strength and power 
come to the forefront when you feel weak, unable to overcome, unable to endure. 
 
Jesus said it this way, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 

weakness" (2 Cor 12:9). 

 
By grace, you are one who endures (stays under and pushes, remains, bears up, exerts 
fortitude, perseveres, abides patiently) and overcomes it.   
 
Be courageous, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it”  
(1 Cor 10:13).   
 
Heb 10:35 Therefore (in the midst of coronavirus or any test/trial), do not cast away your 
confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you 
have done the will of God, you may receive the promise…Salvation, the grace of “sozo” 
in whatever form it is needed!   
 
1 Thes 5:9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation (sozo) through our 
Lord Jesus Christ…  
 


