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The ability to give money to the Lord’s cause is a grace gift, a portion of His influence, 

power, and ability operating in and through His children.  My wife and I were regular 

church attendees prior to being born-again.  Like all church goers, we were invited to 

give a financial offering during each service.  My attitude was, “I’ll give $10.00 per week 

whether they need it or not!”  Furthermore, I acted on my attitude!  I was the epitome of 

selfishness!  However, the Lord had a different plan.  Soon after being born-again, 

Paula and I found ourselves eager to give as much as we could, sometimes more than 

we could!  For the last thirty years, our tithes and offerings have become our largest 

single outgo.   

 

In other words, Jesus graced us to be givers.  He changed my “stingy hard heart” to a 

heart of generosity.  I didn’t have to struggle to give.  He gave me an inner desire to 

give and He gave me the power to give.  That’s grace: His divine influence on the inside 

expressing itself on the outside.  He did a “Philippians 2:13” on me! In other words, by 

grace (His influence within) He gave me the desire to give and by His grace (power 

within) He enabled me to carry out the desire to give.  That’s the grace of giving.  Paul 

exhorts believers to excel in the grace of giving.  “Since you excel in so many ways — 

you have so much faith, such gifted speakers, such knowledge, such enthusiasm, and 

such love for us — now I want you to excel also in this gracious ministry (grace-gift) of 

giving” (2 Cor 8:7 NLT). 

 

All believers are to excel at the grace of giving but not all believers have the “gift of 

giving.”  Why, because the Father, through Christ, gives “different strokes to different 
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folks!”  “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use 

them...he who gives, with liberality...” (Rom 12:5-8).  The key to success in the Kingdom 

of God is to faithfully diligently use what you’re given, the grace-gifts you have received.   

As you do, you will grow, grow, grow and the church will grow, grow, grow.  You will 

enter a joy and satisfaction that is beyond anything the world, the flesh, and the devil 

have to offer.  I know it because I’ve experienced it!  

 

Even though we may not all have the gift of giving, each of us is to excel at the grace of 

giving.  The Bible says, “Jesus does all things well.”  To excel at the grace of giving, we 

need only follow His example.  He is the ultimate giver!  Let’s begin by remembering 

Paul’s “faith statement” toward us believers.  He said, “You’re becoming progressively 

acquainted with and recognizing more strongly and clearly the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ (His kindness, His gracious generosity, His undeserved favor and spiritual 

blessing), in that though He was so very rich, yet for your sakes He became so very 

poor, in order that by His poverty you might become enriched (abundantly supplied)” (2 

Cor 8:9 Amp).  We must come to recognize strongly and clearly that Jesus bore and 

carried away poverty from us in order that we might be enriched, abundantly supplied? 

As we respond to this revelation, financial blessing will be added to our lives. 

 

Let me share some of our testimony.  When Paula and I came to Christ, we had a 

bunch of debt.  Primarily, it was the result of my purchasing things that I felt would make 

me look and feel successful.  Particularly, I had a penchant for cars!  I felt that driving a 

Corvette or having “some particular thing” would cause people to see me as a success 
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and cause me to feel successful.  It did neither!  I would make the purchase on credit 

and soon thereafter I would feel as “unsuccessful or empty” as I had previously, but the 

debt carried on.  My “feelings of inferiority or emptiness” could not be eliminated via the 

purchase of things or by any other worldly means.  As the preacher said, “The one who 

loves money is never satisfied with money, nor the one who loves wealth with big 

profits. More smoke” (Eccl 5:10 Message).  We have been “smoked” with the idea that 

wealth, or any other worldly thing, will meet our inner needs.  Jesus is the only answer 

to the inner needs of man.  Man’s needs can only be dealt with via the new birth, the 

infilling of the Holy Spirit, renewal of the mind (soul) by the word of God, and personal 

ministry as needed.  Always remember, the “stuff of the world” does not have the ability 

to meet your inner needs.  It requires the grace of God. 

 

Back to the issue at hand!  We were deep in debt because of my purchasing things that 

we could not afford.  Is that amazing or what?  It seems as though semi-intelligent 

people could figure out the problem doesn’t it?  However, as is vividly demonstrated by 

our unbelievably huge indebtedness, we haven’t figured out the problem.  We have 

witnessed and experienced the devastating outcomes of loving money, loving the 

world's goods, wanting everything for ourselves, and wanting to appear important (1 

John 2:15-16 Message).  We have seen rampant greed devastate nations, corporations, 

and individuals, but man has not yet, nor will he apart from  the grace of God, grasp this 

truth: The greed and worldly desires of man ALWAYS lead to disaster and destruction. 

It is a fact of history.  As the Bible says, “Lust for money brings trouble and nothing but 
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trouble” (1 Tim 6:10 Message).  May I ask this question before moving on?  Does it 

seem logical that a debt problem can be solved by increasing indebtedness?   

Having said the preceding, you need to understand that God is not opposed to your 

having wealth.  In 3 John 2, the aged Apostle John says, “Beloved, I pray that you may 

prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.”  Do you believe John 

would have prayed such a prayer had it not been the will of God?  Consider these 

passages: “You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to 

get wealth...” “The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich, and he adds no sorrow 

with it.” (Deut 8:18, Prov 10:22 NLT) 

 

The Lord desires that you be financially prosperous but not at the expense of your soul.  

“What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 

8:36)  God the Father desires that His children have money, but He will not allow money 

to have His children.  The love of money destroys man, family, and culture.  However, 

money used in a godly way brings blessing to man, family, and culture.  God’s first 

priority is your priorities.  If you will allow Him, by grace, to align your priorities with His 

priorities, He will bring financial blessing to your life.   

 

Have you come to recognize more strongly and clearly the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ; that though He was so very rich, yet for your sakes He became so very poor, in 

order that by His poverty you might become enriched, abundantly supplied (2 Cor 8:9 

Amp)?  It’s difficult to misunderstand this passage.  It means what it says.  Jesus bore 

(as if to carry away) poverty in your behalf in order that you might become abundantly 
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supplied!  What is the Lord’s means of bringing abundantly supply into your life?  It is 

grace.  By grace He sent Jesus to bear sin and all its consequences away from you.  

Poverty is one of those consequences.  Before sin there was no poverty.  After sin is 

removed from this earth, there will be no poverty (Rev 21:4).  God is opposed to poverty 

and, by grace, He has provided the means whereby His children can handle and have 

wealth.  His grace can make your heart right toward money and His grace can bring 

money to you.  “God is able to make all grace, every favor and earthly blessing, come to 

you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever 

the need be self-sufficient possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished 

in abundance for every good work and charitable donation” (2 Cor 9:8 Amp). 

 

What a glorious truth but how do we activate it?  By faith, we act upon the Lord’s word.  

We excel at the grace of giving!  He tells us how: “Remember this: he who sows 

sparingly and grudgingly will also reap sparingly and grudgingly, and he who sows 

generously that blessings may come to someone will also reap generously and with 

blessings.  Let each one give as he has made up his own mind and purposed in his 

heart, not reluctantly or sorrowfully or under compulsion, for God loves; He takes 

pleasure in, prizes above other things, and is unwilling to abandon or to do without; a 

cheerful joyous, prompt to do it, giver whose heart is in his giving. Then, “God will 

generously provide all you need. You will always have everything you need and plenty 

left over to share with others” (2 Cor 9:8 NLT). 
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By acting  upon 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 you initiate 2 Corinthians 9:8!  Look at what God’s 

word promises those who will live a lifestyle of honoring Him with their money.  “God is 

the one who gives seed to the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will 

give you many opportunities to do good, and he will produce a great harvest of 

generosity in you.  Yes, you will be enriched so that you can give even more 

generously. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will break out in 

thanksgiving to God.  So two good things will happen — the needs of the Christians will 

be met, and they will joyfully express their thanksgiving to God.  You will be glorifying 

God through your generous gifts.  For your generosity to them will prove that you are 

obedient to the Good News of Christ and they will pray for you with deep affection 

because of the wonderful grace of God shown through you.  Thank God for his Son — a 

gift too wonderful for words” (2 Cor 9:10-15 NLT)! 

 

By the influence and power of God’s grace, Paula and I began to honor the Lord with 

our money soon after we were born-again.  Amidst our financial crisis, Paula and the 

Holy Spirit convicted me to begin giving tithes and offerings to the Lord.  We became 

obedient to the word of God regarding the grace of giving!  We also began to ask the 

Lord for financial wisdom and the ability (grace) to be wise stewards.  He responded to 

our prayers and obedience.  After nine years of “doing the word” with respect to our 

finances, He brought us totally out of debt!  Since beginning this process, we have given 

more money to the gospel than we would have ever thought possible and we have 

always had more than enough to meet the needs of our family, a family with three 

teenagers no less!  That’s our testimony regarding the grace of giving.  


