
Bible Study  
Developing an Eternal Perspective (Lesson 2) 

April 28, 2020 
                                                Jerry E. Smith, Ed.D. 

1 

 
Our God is eternal, His word is eternal and true.   
 
Ps 39:5 (James 4:14) Every (natural) man at his best state is but vapor that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 
 
2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
 
In this life, if you live 100 years, from God’s perspective, you will have lived 1/10 
of a day or 2.4 hours!  However, as a Christian, you have eternal life.  How does 
2.4 hours compare to eternity?  It’s not even a “significant vapor!”  
 
You need to comprehend that you are an eternal person, called by an 
eternal God, to accomplish His eternal will, plan, and purpose for your life.   
 
We learned last week that none of the people listed in God’s Hall of Faith 
received all that God had promised.  All of them (the ones who did great exploits 
and those who were sawn asunder) received God's approval because of their 
faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised.  For God had far 
better things in mind for us that would also benefit them…  (Hebrews 11) 
 
Did you notice that “God has far better things in mind for you too?”  It seems that 
the Old Covenant heroes will not experience the better things God has for them 
until we enter the far better things which He has in mind for us. Any comments?  
 
Even Noah, Abraham and Moses, mighty heroes of the Bible whose earthly 
lives we would consider to be super successful, were looking for something 
more, something better, for all that God had promised.  
 
God’s plan for your life is just beginning when you exit your present “tent!” 
 
Like the heroes of faith, when you exit your present “tent” you will enter: 

• Something more 

• Something better, something far better 

• All that God has promised 

• Resurrection to a better life 

• A mansion, a place prepared for you 

• The city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God 

• A country you can call your own 

• A better place 

• A heavenly homeland 

• The Heavenly city God has prepared for you  
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Remember Paul’s words, “As it is written: Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared (made 
and kept ready) for those who love Him” (1 Cor 2:9-10).   
 
What God has prepared for those who love Him is magnificent beyond anything 
that has entered our hearts, our minds.  Paul goes on to say that the Holy Spirit 
is revealing them to us, but I believe we are in “elementary school” regarding the 
magnificent future God has prepared for us. 
 
“All honor to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…who has given us the 
privilege of being born again. Now we live with a wonderful expectation for 
God has reserved a priceless inheritance for his children. It is kept in 
Heaven for us, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 
And God, in his mighty power, will protect us until we receive this salvation, 
because we are trusting him” (1 Peter 1:3-5 NLT). 
 
Are you living with a wonderful expectation of the priceless inheritance 
God has reserved and kept in Heaven for you?  Are you developing an 
eternal perspective? You are an eternal being with eternal gifts, talents, and 
capabilities who will serve the eternal God in the eternal places He has 
chosen. 
 
Col 3:1-3 If you were raised (to eternal life) with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 
 
Phil 3:20-21 Our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may 
be conformed to His glorious body…  
 
Heb 13:14 Here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 
 
The final “continuing city” you will experience is the New Jerusalem on the 
New Earth.  There, “His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and 
His name shall be on their foreheads. And they shall reign forever and ever” (Rev 
22:3-5). 
 
However, a journey is required to reach this final destination.  Those of you who 
have been participating in the Bible Study for a while may remember the steps on 
this journey.  If not, go to www.jsmithmin.org, click on Bible Studies and find  
“The Future of the Believer.” It will walk you to the New Jerusalem.    
 
For the moment, is there someone listening who can delineate the steps on 
the journey from this present life to the New Jerusalem, the New Earth?   

http://www.jsmithmin.org/
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As a believer in Jesus, your ultimate destination is the New Jerusalem on the 
New Earth.  The city which has foundations whose builder and maker is God, the 
Heavenly city God has prepared for you, the country you can call your own, a 
heavenly homeland.  To learn all about it, study Revelation chapters 21-22.  
However, the following passages reveal truths pertinent to our study: 
  
Rev 21:1-8 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and 
the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a beautiful 
bride prepared for her husband.  
 
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, "Look, the home of God is now 
among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself 
will be with them. He will remove all of their sorrows, and there will be no more 
death or sorrow or crying or pain. For the old world and its evils are gone 
forever." 
 
And the one sitting on the throne said, "Look, I am making all things new!" And 
then he said to me, "Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true." 
And he also said, "It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega — the Beginning 
and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give the springs of the water of life 
without charge!  All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I 
will be their God, and they will be my children.  
 
Rev 21:9-27 Then one of the seven angels said to me, "Come with me! I will 
show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  So, he took me in spirit to a great, 
high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God.  
 
No temple could be seen in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
its temple. And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God 
illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light.  
 
The nations of the earth will walk in its light, and the rulers of the world will 
come and bring their glory to it. Its gates never close at the end of day 
because there is no night. And all the nations will bring their glory and honor 
into the city.  
 
Rev 22:1-6 And the angel showed me a pure river with the water of life, clear 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb, coursing down the 
center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for 
medicine to heal the nations.  
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(Rev 22:1-6, con’t) No longer will anything be cursed…and his servants will 
worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be written on their 
foreheads. They will reign forever and ever.  
 
Then the angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true: 'The Lord 
God, who tells his prophets what the future holds, has sent his angel to tell you 
what will happen soon. 
 
As these passages reveal, the New Jerusalem will be the capital city of the New 
Earth.  It will be the center of government and commerce; the nations of the earth 
will walk in its light, all the nations will bring their glory and honor into the city, the 
rulers of the world will come and bring their glory to it.  Its gates never close at 
the end of day because there is no night.  
 
As a child and servant of God, you will be forever and ever reigning, under God, 
on the New Earth. The end of the Bible account of earth and man reminds me of 
the beginning of the Bible account of earth and man.   
 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth.  A while later, He said, 
"Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all 
the creatures that move along the ground."  
 
“God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” 
 
As it was in the beginning, so it is at the end.  Man is, again, residing on Earth as 
one who reigns (rules), under God.  He, the new immortal man, reigns over the 
new immortal Earth.  Sin and its devastation have been eternally removed from 
man and his environment, from the cosmos (John 1:29).  Things are, again, as 
they were in the beginning, the way God intended. 
 
Gen 2:8-16 The LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there 
he put the man he had formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow 
out of the ground — trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the 
middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. A river watering the garden flowed from Eden… The LORD God took 
the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
 
As it was before the fall, so it is at the end.  The Tree of Life was in the Garden of 
Eden, now it’s in the New Jerusalem, the New Eden.  Man is again in the place of  
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God, with full access to God, doing the will of God, tending and taking care of the 
New Earth. 
 
All this is in fulfillment of God’s prophetic word: 
 
Acts 3:20-21 Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must 
receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by 
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 
 
2 Peter 3:13 We, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 
Isaiah 65:17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former 
shall not be remembered or come to mind.” 
 
Isaiah 66:22 "The new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain 
before Me," says the LORD. 
 
Rev 21:5 "Behold, I make all things new," says God. 
 
Finally, the prayer Jesus taught us to pray has been answered. God’s kingdom 
has come, and His will is, again, being done on Earth. Heaven has come. 
Hallowed be His name. 


