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The Believer’s Crowns, eternal reward for temporal obedience!  The biblical 

definition of such a “crown” is impressive: It is a badge of royalty, an elaborate 

twined wreath denoting honor and victory.  It is like a prize in the public games, the 

Olympic games. 

 

Revelation 4:10-11.  "The twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on 

the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their 

crowns before the throne saying, Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive 

glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy will 

they existed, and were created.” 

 

                      Wreath or Crown Incorruptible/Imperishable  

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? 

Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize 

is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

Imperishable Crown.  Therefore, I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus, I fight not 

as one who beats the air, but I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 

when I have preached to others, I should become disqualified” (1 Cor 9:24-27).  

 

                                                     Crown of Life 

"Blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive 

the Crown of Life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him" (James 

1:12).  Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life" (Rev 2:10). 

  

                                                Crown of Rejoicing 

Speaking to the church at Thessalonica, Paul said, "For what is our hope, or joy, or 

Crown of Rejoicing?  Are not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at 

His coming?  For you are our glory and joy" (I Thes 2:19-20).  Likewise, to the 

Philippian church, he said, "My brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and 

crown” (Phil 4:1).  Paul led these people to Christ, and they were his Crown of Joy.   
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                                           Crown of Righteousness 

Paul said, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 

faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all  

those who have loved and yearned for and welcomed His appearing, His return." 

 

The fifth and final crown is the: Crown of Glory 

"To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings 

and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God's 

flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but 

because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager 

to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the Crown of Glory that 

will never fade away" (I Peter 5:1-4).  

 

What qualities should characterize an elder? ______________________________  

 

For whom is he caring? _______________________________________________ 

 

From whom will he receive his award? ___________________________________ 

 

When will he receive his reward? _______________________________________ 

 

What is the reward? _________________________________________________ 

 

Those elders who have fulfilled their responsibilities will have earned their reward.   

 

"For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required" (Luke 12:48).   

 

"Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall 

incur a stricter judgment” (James 3:1). 
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"Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 

with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:2). 

 

The elder is to preach the word boldly. He is to be a God-pleaser, not a man-

pleaser.  As Paul said, "If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant 

of Christ" (Gal 1:10).  The elder is to work hard at pleasing the Lord and Him only. 

 

The true elder serves because he has a God-given desire to serve.  His motive is 

not financial gain however, Paul says, “Let the elders who rule well be counted 

worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.  For 

the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain," and 

"The laborer is worthy of his wages" (1 Tim 5:17-18). 

 

Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches. Do 

not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also 

reap (Gal 6:6-7). 

 

The elder is to lead by example, be Christlike.  "Be ye followers of me, even as I 

also am of Christ" (I Cor 11:1).  "Brethren, join in following my example..." (Phil. 

3:17).  If you can say such words with sincerity of heart, might you be an elder? 

 

Does every believer have opportunity to share the elder's "Crown of Glory?"   

 

"He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's 

reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 

receive a righteous man's reward" (Mt 10:41).   

 

“Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of 

the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me” (Rom 15:30). 

 

Also, each believer has the opportunity and responsibility to give to the place where 
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he/she receives food. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 

food (meat) in My house, and try Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "If I will 

not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that 

there will not be room enough to receive it.  "And I will rebuke the devourer for your 

sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to 

bear fruit for you in the field," says the LORD of hosts (Mal 3:10-11). 

 

“But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. So, let each one give as he purposes in his 

heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 

able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in 

all things, may have an abundance for every good work. As it is written: 

"He has dispersed abroad, 

He has given to the poor, 

His righteousness endures forever."  

Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and 

multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 

while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving 

through us to God (2 Cor 9:6-12). 

  

What would happen if every church member would undergird their 

elders/pastors/church with prayer, help, encouragement, and financial support?  

Might each member receive a more glorious portion of the elders’ Crown of Glory! 

 

This concludes our study of the Believer's Crowns: Eternal Reward for Temporal 

Obedience.  My prayer is that you will develop an "eternal frame.”  That you will see 

your Christian life through the eyes of Christ.  That you will see by the “eye of faith” 

the eternal rewards He has for you.  That you will forget what lies behind and reach 

forward to what lies ahead and press toward the mark for the prize of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Amen  

 


